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Zhivwents of epbareced commndities are perhans the most
challonging and unexplored seyrent ~f sast-went trade. Jince

thoere i intermational arreersnt Lhat theme comroditics shgll not
e shipped o the SinowSoviet uloe, their movemonts iyploally are
not recorded statisticslly. “onsequently, evidence of thelir ship-
mont st be derived, in ithe main, freom intell irence soureesn. &
further obetacle to effective sprraissl of Lhwse moveeents of
strategie comoditiens iz the frequency with which the 1list of e
hargoed items has besn revised and the veryin seope of its spolie
eatione Ter example: the 196L liet revision remulted in a ruch
shorter list of {tems onbarcoed $o the Soviet bloc, thmn to
Corpunist Cninm, with the direct reeclt that larme quantities of
jtere pevrdtiad to be shWipped to “oriet hloe noris were trarmahipped
in contrevention of the China emberre list and withewt appropriate
records of destimation heing reflected in the official statistics

in the ceouniries of asxpori.
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Corposition

The ecenosition of eestewest tmade In ailarrond commoditise olwiommly

shangee with ‘he changing peede o7 P Cinowtorist tlee and with veria-
tions in the level and enflorcement of securily trade cuntrols,. 7t sleo
relocte the dilfering stoper of sconomic developmant in the twe major
areas of the Comrmiist world,

“he principel comodities appearing in this tyede with e “ovist

Woe fexcludin: “hink) ares

Coppor TOTCUrY
Tndustrial Zouipment tearings
Yolybdema 7 Yolybdenmue corpounds  Avto £ Saching Pards
robald “leetronic mierials
Hiokal

Hoe interest hap also been showm in sersenium, radimm, thoriuwm nitrete

and 1ike meterdasls. There are glmo sirong indieationg that indoetrial
danonds and radio srede quaris are of mjor importence In this {rade,
et the detection »f such Imports is exbremely i fficull.

The principal itere aprearing in trede wilth Corpunist Calma are
the Tollowing:

Tren & Stoel Surveying Tesirupents
Chenloale Petroleum "roducte
Indestrial Sguipsent “ransporetion Tguipment
Precision Tnstruments )

& large nroportlion of 4hde trade has bemn in iron end steal end echenicsls

et there are rocent indications the$ Commmist Chineso wantg are changing

townrd more advanced types of indusirial agulipment,
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Lm the malysis of individual trensaciions it bag boen sstimated

that :m,ma vans of embar;oed copper, valved st 75 millicn dollare,
mwmwam in 1953 and that 30,000 Yons, valued at 68 mdllien

dollars, woved iu 155he Yhe 1953 tomnage included bere copper sime for

e sobive year shiile She 175h figure did not tnclude some L3000 tons
~———
which wore shijped subsequent W the re

sovnl of bare cupper wir froa

bt owbargoe list i August of that year. in addition, the value figures

m&atmmemmm}memﬁMgwm

While it ie probable that oo other comsodity So: mmﬁ for eo large
s part of gtretecic trade as copper, ruporis ol suspect trensecticns in
&1l other embargeed comssdities cosbined aposr to Lo ab leasti squal o
coppar ia mapndiude. Purthermowre, the tolal walue of such trmascllions
iz low by an smougt ecusl fo the totel volume of all stradegic trade shlich
has nob beeons kaoow o the UO sovermeenl Jntellizerwe,

Although ssbimstes comparebla tu kel fop cerier Lave nol leen nade or
sther coveaditles cerbaln entimataz of total straiegic trade have beoen sade
m the basis of a combianstion of statistical deduction and projectiom. Ulese

.

eetimates of lotals ame subldect 4o 2 wide =arypin of avror and ghould be

regarded ne mindnal .

ne estimabe of She 1053 dollar velume of stirategic trsde smoucts to
(229 milliony of which 43 pillion is repreented by shiipments o Gorpuniat
Chtnae ard 1% million Lo otber bloc eountriss, Ahar oiiimates have
ran az Bizh az 1350 =illion, In gereral, 250 mililen mey be baken az & rough
ponservalive approcisatism. “nofficlal ostisales pat the dollar wolume of

195h strategic trade ot ¢106 milliom, S50 millien of wideh was to China,
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Trends

Fast-west trade in embargoed commodities declined from 1953 to
195h. There is some evidence that this decline beges in early 195k,
probably in anticipation of the relaxation of western strategic trade
controls. This trend was accentusted by the reduction of the number
ofamknrgmditemrrm%mlé7inAnmtl9ﬁhinemmmcf
vhich east-west trade in a large mmber of commodities {eeges Dare
copper vire) wag no longer subject to embergo,

The Transit Authorization Certificate (TAC) system and Trammactions
Controle which were introduced early in 1955 are expected to have a
further detmt effect on this trade and could alse result in a shift
of trangshipment activity from Furopean porte to others such as those
of the Near Sast,
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